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TAX SALE RULES FOR HOWARD COUNTY
ONE PERSON CAN REPRESENT MORE THAN ONE BIDDER AT ONE TIME

MAIL IN BIDS MUST HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT IN CASE OF TIE BID

A BLANK CHECK IN THE SAME NAME AS THE TAX SALE CERTIFICATES ISSUED MADE OUT TO THE HOWARD COUNTY TREASURER WILL BE COLLECTED AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TAX SALE

PROOF OF FILING WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR COUNTY RECORDER IF YOU ARE NOT AN INDIVIDUAL

.

THE TAX SALE CERTIFICATES WILL BE MAILED TO THE TAX SALE PURCHASER.  THEY WILL NOT BE HELD HERE.

IT IS UP TO THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER TO CONTACT MY OFFICE TO FIND OUT IF ANY OF THEIR CERTIFICATES HAVE BEEN REDEEMED
BID-DOWN—AFTER I ANNOUNCE THE NEXT ITEM TO BE SOLD, ALL BIDDERS MAY BID-DOWN A PERCENTAGE OF UNDIVIDED INTEREST.  THE BID-DOWN PERCENTAGE WILL GIVE THE WINNING BIDDER AN UNDIVIDED INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY UPON ISSUANCE OF A COUNTY TREASURER’S TAX SALE DEED.  A BID-DOWN WILL RANGE IN WHOLE PERCENTAGE POINTS FROM 99% TO 1%.  THE BIDDER THAT INITIATES OR CONTINUES A DOWNWARD PERCENTAGE BID MUST HOLD HIS/HER  BIDDER CARD UP DURING THE BID-DOWN PROCESS.
TIE BIDS---AFTER DOWN TO LOWEST PERCENT OF INTEREST IN PROPERTY THE LOTTERY SYSTEM WILL BE USED.  PING PONG BALLS WITH A NUMBER ON WILL BE DRAWN.

SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS MUST LEAVE A BLANK CHECK WITH THE TREASURER IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TAX SALE MADE OUT TO “THE HOWARD COUNTY TREASURER”.  UNSUCCESSFULL BIDDERS MAY PICK UP THEIR BLANK CHECK.

REASSIGNMENT OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE COSTS $100.00.

THE CURRENT CHARGE FOR A TAX SALE DEED IS $25.00.

IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO BE FAMILIAR WITH THE IA CODE UNDER CHAPTER 446 IN REGARDS TO TAX SALE AND VERIFY YOUR CERTIFICATE PURCHASES.

NOTIFY THE TREASURER’S OFFICE IF YOU WANT TO PAY SUBSEQUENT TAXES—THEY CAN BE PAID 45 DAYS AFTER THEY BECOME DELINQUENT.

Tax sale certificate holders wanting to pay subsequent taxes have three options for obtaining property tax payment information:

1) Self Lookup Online-Look up information online at www.iowatreasurers.org.  In this case, there will be no charge for the information.

2) Request Tax information from the County Treasurer-Requests for property tax payment information must be in writing.  Pursuant to Iowa Code Section 445.5(3), THERE WILL BE A CHARGE OF $2.00 PER PARCEL FOR PROVIDING PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT INFORMATION.

3) Pay Subsequent Taxes Online-Register as a Tax Sale Investor at www.iowatreasurer.org by selection “Tax Sale Investor Registration” under the “Online Services” drop-down menu.  After the registration process is complete, you will be able to access a list of parcels in all 88 ICTEA-participating counties on which you hold tax sale certificates.  You can then select the parcels you want to pay and submit payment by ACH debit.  For this service, there will be a charge of $0.75 for each parcel paid.
WE WILL NOT KNOWINGLY SELL PROPERTY THAT IS IN BANKRUPTCY OR THAT HAS BEEN SEIZED BY THE GOVERNMENT.

TAX SALES AUTOMATICALLY CANCELED WHEN 3 YRS OLD. (2012 certificates canceled June 16, 2015)

NO MINORS ARE ALLOWED TO BID.(Minor is someone under 18 years of age)

NONREFUNDABLE REGISTERATION FEE $30.00.  MUST BE PAID ON OR BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE TAX SALE.
Warren J Steffen

137 N Elm

Cresco, Ia 52136

wsteffen@co.howard.ia.us 

www.IowaTreasurers.org (To pay property taxes online)
 

REGISTRATION FORM FOR

HOWARD COUNTY’S

ANNUAL TAX SALE

DATE___________________________

COMPANY OR BIDDER NAME_______________________________________________________

SIGNATURE_________________________________________________

SS# OR FEIN #________________________________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________


       ____________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP______________________________________________

COUNTY OF RESIDENCE______________________________________

STATE OF RESIDENCE________________________________________

TELEPHONE_(_______)________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________________

NOTE: All tax sale certificates of purchase, whether through tax sale or by assignment, and tax sale deeds will be issued in the name or names as shown above.

It is your responsibility to know the Iowa Tax Sale Laws.

HOUSE FILE 256-ENROLLED

Related to bidders at a property tax sale and owners of tax sale certificates and including effective and applicability date provisions.

BE IN ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. section 446.16, Code 2009, is amended by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Only those persons as defined in section 4.1 are authorized to register to bid or to bid at the tax sale or to own a tax sale certificate by purchase, assignment, or otherwise.  To be authorized to register to bid or to bid at a tax sale or to own a tax sale certificate, a person, other than an individual, must have a federal tax identification number and either a designation of agent for service of process on file with the secretary of state or a verified statement meeting the requirements of chapter 547 on file with the county recorder of the county in with the person wishes to register to bid or to bid at tax sale or of the county where the property that is the subject of the tax sale certificate is located.

Sec. 2.  EFFICTIVE AND APPLICABILITY DATES.  This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment and applies to tax sales held on or after June 1, 2009.

This was signed by Governor Culver on March 13, 2009.

AUTHORIZATION TO REPRESENT BIDDER

I, _______________________________________________________________________________________



                   (please print) Bidder’s Name as it appears on the registration form

Authorize ________________________________________________________________________________





(Print)Authorized Agent’s Name: 1 name per bidder authorization form

To act as my agent at the annual tax sale and adjourned sale in Howard County.

DATE___________________________________

_________________________________________

(Signature)

_________________________________________

(Address)

_________________________________________________

(City, State, Zip)
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